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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election of group I in the reply filed on 08/24/2009 is acknowledged. 
Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the supposed errors in the 
restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an election without traverse 
(MPEP§ 818.03(a)). 

2. Claims 9-1 1 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 

1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 08/24/2009. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sentilles et al (US 5,820,673). 

As to claims 1 and 7, Sentilles et al discloses (see Figs 2, 4-8) a coating 
apparatus for an optical lens comprising a light beam radiating device (43) and a lens 
rack (35) stores a set of two optical lenses and conveys the lenses from a coating 
position to a curing position; the coating device comprising two rotary tables (cup 51) 
where the set of two optical lenses are set with the coating target surface thereof facing 
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up (see column 5, lines 50-63; the lens surface could be positioned facing upward or 
downward), a drive device (a spin motor 55,55') which rotates the rotary tables 
independently of each other, which uniforms a film thickness, and two coating solution 
dripping means (93 and 95) for dripping the coating solution onto the target surface of 
the optical lens, wherein the light beam radiating device capable of emitting the light 
beam to the optical lenses in the lens rack with the lens rack being hermetically closed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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7. Claims 4 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sentilles et al (US 5,820,673) in view of Adamczyk et al (Us 6,296,707). 

As to claim 4, Sentilles et al lacks teaching air in the lens rack is purges with an 
inert gas when the coating applied to the lens is to be cured. However, Adamczyk et al 
teaches providing nitrogen gas during curing operation (see column 9, lines 4-16). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to purge the lens rack with an inert gas to prevent polymerization reaction of the 
coating liquid. 

As to claim 8, Sentilles et al lacks teaching a coating solution collection device 
which collects an extra coating solution. Adamczyk et al teaches a collection basin (see 
column 3, lines 24-32 and column 7, lines 37-45). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include a coating solution 
collection device in Sentilles to recycle the coating material as taught by Adamczyk et 
al. 

8. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sentilles 
et al (US 5,820,673) in view of Mori et al (US 2007/0065633). 

Sentilles et al lacks teaching a spatula mechanism which removes the coating 
solution staying on a peripheral portion of the coating target surface of the optical lens. 
Mori et al teaches a spatula mechanism removing the coating solution staying on a 
peripheral portion of the coating target surface of the optical lens (see Fig 2 and 
paragraph 257). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
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time the invention was made to include a spatula mechanism removing the coating 
solution staying on a peripheral portion of the coating target surface of the optical lens 
to remove the excess material and facilitate the coating and curing process. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 2-3 and 5 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

1 0. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The prior art of record does not specifically teach or suggest the following 
limitation: the lens rack has a storing portion, the storing portion having such a shape as 
to be closed when the lens rack is brought into tight contact with the transparent 
member through a seal member (per claim 2); lens rack has two cases at least one of 
which is disposed to be movable to come into contact with and separate from the other 
and which respectively store optical lenses, and biasing means for biasing the two 
cases to approach each other, the two cases being held spaced apart from each other 
when optical lenses coated with a coating solution are to be stored therein, and being 
held in contact with each other when the coating solution applied to the optical leases is 
to be cured (per claim 3) and the lens rack comprises an air exhaust channel through 
which internal air is exhausted and an inert gas supply channel through which internal 
air is exhausted and an inert gas supply channel through which an inert gas is supplied 
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(per claim 5) such that the skilled artisan would view each of them obvious in light of 
Sentilles, Adamczyk et al or Buazza et al (US 6,416,307). 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Buazza et al (US 6,416,307) discloses (see Fig 1) a lens system 
including a coating unit (20) and a curing unit (30). 
12. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to YEWEBDAR T. TADESSE whose telephone number is 
(571)272-1238. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00 AM - 
4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nadine Norton can be reached on (571) 272-1465. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Yewebdar T Tadesse/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1792 
13. 



